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' The Lord's my-1 ?orton, ſaith my Soul ; T herefore will I hope in him. 
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7 Pſalm CXIX. 
Remember the” Word unto thy Soren, upbn "which thou haſt canſed 


_ me to hope. 

2 & - y confore in: ates; for 'thy word hath quickened me. 

- ; Pialm XCIV. 1 

| bY "wy rboughts mithin met: y comfurts delight my Soul. 

Lament. 111. 21. 

This" Fa ve! to my mind, therefore” have I bope.. It is of the Lords 
mercies that we are nor conſumed, becanſe his compaſſions fail 107. 

They are new ever qpurning : . Great is thy Faithfulneſs. 


"Licenſed and Entred accowdin nx to D2ver; 
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As for me, Tam poor. and needy : > But the Lord thinker pon [ or. | 
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Chriſtian Reader, | 

Have only. to pro-admoniſh, that this ſmall 
' Treatiſe is deſigned for the C onſolation of the Re- 
lgigus and Vermous ; they are the perſons who 
have the ſecurity of God Almighty” s peculiar Pro- 

 vidence over,atd moſt Gracious promules to them. 
' He is nigh unto the. righteous, his eyes are upon 
' them, and his ears are open unto their cry, to deliver 
"hem out of all their Trghyles ; and none of them ſhall 
be deſolate : 'PC. 34. 15, Oc.) Allthings jhall work to- 
gether for good to them that love God : (Rom. 8.28.] 
*To them he will be better than a Father, and Mother, 
| and Husband, [2 Cor.6.18. Pſ1 23-13. Ifa.66. 3.1ſa. 
49. 1554. 4 Oc) They are the Poor and Broken- 
"hearted whom he ſendeth good tidings to ; They the 
* mourners whom he will oo comforted, [Ifa.6 1.1,2,3.] 
*Comfort ye, comfort ye my People, (faith your God,) 
"ſtreak ye comfortably to Jeruſalem, [Ch.4.0.1.}-As for 
Others, though they partake of the ſcatterings of his 
Common Bounty, © who maketh his Sun to riſe on the E- 
' vil andon the Good, and ſendeth Rainon the Juſt and 
" 0n the Unjuſt,(St. Mar. 5.45.) and are accordingly, the 


' bjefts of our general charity alſo in their extreme ne- 
ceſſ ti 6s 


The Preface. x 
* ceſſities,who,as we have opportunity,muft follow that pat- 
* tern of doing good to all ; yet they fall not under that 
*more ſpecial regard,which God himſelf beareth,and hath 
* commanded ns in Tike manner to expreſs,to the Houſ- 
* holdof Faith, [Gal. 6. 1 0.---The truths, as they are 
*zot capable of theſe divine Conſotations, ſo they as little 
* mind or reliſh them ; and the Apoſtle ſpeaking of that 
* fort of Widows, ſaith, they are dead whule they ive, 
£7 Eo BREE) Aa” 35 dt eg. GG 
*  * And now there will not need an Apologie, 1 hope, © 
for committing-of theſe :-Papers to'the Preſs, any more 
*than for contributing towards a publith Benefit, and 
*putting it into the hands of many to'gratifie their af- 
© flited Friends, at averyſmall expence with what may. 
*prove a Cordial to their SplWrs beyond any other ; at. - 
© leaſt will add confiderably to thoſe other . ſupplies they 
© zre able to afford for their relief--This 1 will-Jay, for 
* their greater #ncouragement that norhingis here offer d, 
*mhich affets the Differences and Diſputes among ſeve- 
* ral focteties of Chriftians,*as. now they fland unhappily 
* divided; but only what ts agreeable to their common 
© Sentiments.and that good Profeſſion wherein they all a- 
© pree rogether ,* and I know n0t of any ſuch entire Collec- 
* 7702 upon the Subjed,as ts to be found"in the enſuing 
© Pages. —Which that they may obtain the end,whereunto 
* they are -intendedis the earneft deſire of the Compiler 
© and Publiſher, who is an hearty Lover of all ſincere 
© Chriſtians and zealouſly concern « for the Widows and 
* Fatherleſs among them; from wiznſe Prayers and Bhf- 
«© frngs he expects an abundant reirivution. 

p” EY B. Camficld. 
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Scripture Conſolations 
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AVI NG had'octation lately, with a more than or- 


poten r——tB, 
« _— 


dinary ſenſe 'and compaſlion,. to. reflect upon the | 
diſconſolate eſtate of poor diſtreſſed Widows, and their {Fl 
 Fatherleſs Children, ( Three. Families of my Relats- t 
0n5,. and thoſe of the Clergy too, being fallen, 'in lefs than the. 
ſpace of a year, under thatheavy affliction, ) TI have for their # 
[ſakes chiefly, and thoſe that may be reduced to the like calamity, \} 
on le colleted ſuch Scripture comforts, as relate more eſ- | 
pecially to their ſad and mournful. condition ; and do now moſt = 
heartily recommend the ſame unto their frequent peruſal and 4K 
ſerious meditations, That they may learn, 7n Patience to poſſeſs 0h 
their Souls, and through comfort of the Scriptures to bave hope. Sc. Lake- | | 
For which care allo, T bow my knees to the Father of all Mer- 2": "9- : 
9 | ) Yo SIT ; | | | Be Rom,1 5.4. ' | 
cies and compaſſions,” that his Grace and Bleſſing may accompany LY 
* theſe -well meant fndeavours to their hearts, and © That he 0 
** would ou them,according to the riches of his Glory, to be Epheſ. 3. | 


* {trengthned with might, by his ſpirit in the inward man 15; .. 


- unto all loog-{uffering with joyfulneſs. | gs EH 
| x | | B Were | 
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Scripture Conſolations fox 
Were not Dzvine Providence particularly concerned in taking 
care for ſuch Objeits of Charity, the World zt ſelf could hardly 


| fubhiſt in any tolerable late, abounding with ſo many inſtances 


of them in every Age and Place: But then the aſſurance of this 
good Providence is no. where to po had with lite advantage, 


_both of certainty 4nd fulnsſs, as from that Book of Boos, that 


inexhauſtible Fountain and Treaſure of choiceſt Conſolations, 
the Holy word of God. From whence therefore, 


Eirit, 1 abſerve, That God is pleaſed to repreſ himſelf, as. 


_ delighting in the Title of thetr peculiar Friend and PM#ron, tind 


deſirous to. be known and glorified by it. He proclaimed this 
by Moſes of old to the Iſraelites,” Dewt. 10.17, &c, © The Lord 


© yourGod is God of Gods, and Lord: of Lords, a Great God, 


* and a Mighty, and a-Terrible,” who regardeth not- Perſons, - 


© nor taketh reward : + He doth execute the Judgment of the 


« Fatherlefs and Widow, ihdoveth the Stranger,in giving him 
* Food and Raiment ; and»the ſenſe of this is  often-.repeated 
in the Pſalms, and elſewhere. OO © © th 

Plalm to. 14. *© The Poor committeth” himſelf unto. thee ; 
*'Thon art the helper of the Fatherleſs, | or Friendleſs, ] And 
* again, ver. 17. 18. *Lord, thou haſt heard the deſire of the 


-® humble, [ or Poor, ] Thou wilt prepare [ or eſtabliſh ] their 
heart, Thou wilt caufe thine Far to. hear; Tojudge [. or 


* help | the Fatherleſs and oppreſſed to their right, that the 
* Men of the Farth be no more exalted againſt them. P/a.68. 
{ A Plalm 7» imitation of that of Moſes at the fetting forward of 
the Ark, Numb. 10. 35. and formed by King David, probably on 


"like occaſion, at the bringing'up the fame from the houſe of 


Obed. Tdem.) wver.q. and 5. © Extoll him that rideth upon the 
* Heavens, by his name Fah, and *rejoyce_ before him. A 
* Father of the Fatherleſs, and a Judge of the Widows, is God 
* in'his holy Habitation.——His name Jah (a contract of Fehs- 
vah ) fignifies his. zece{ſary Exiftence.; and as certainly as he is, 
he will thew himſelf allo a. Father of the Fatherleſs, and a Fudge 
of the Widows ; to hear and defend their Cauſe; ng oe 

| | inhabits 
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Diſtreſſed Widows and Oyphans; $3 || 
inhabits the highe/ſ# Heaven, yet he is pleaſed here below to ex- " 
hibit himſelf in a peculiar manner the Protettor ' and Patron of i 
fach diftreſed ones, Plalm 72. 12, 13, 14. © He ſhall deliver 
*© the needy when he cryeth, the Poor alſo, and him rhat 
* hath zo helper. He ſhall ſparethePoor and Needy, and ſhall 
* fave the Souls of the needy. ''He ſhall redeem their Soul 
© from' deceit and violence, and precious ſhall their bloud be 7 
* in his ſight. It is ſpoken of God our Saviour, the Meffas, | ; 
whoſe Kingdom ts there reſembled to the Government of a xmumme | || 
Juſt and mercifull Prince, that is ready to relieve all that are in £c- I 


oppreſſed and wronged; 4 Prince of bowels and compgaſſions, to ; 
them that are in any kind of diſtreſs, to defend and deliver | 
them out of it, to refcue them fromthe hands of the injurious | 


and' Oppreſſor, and preſerve their lives from all that invade 
_ them,as perſonsthat are much valued and highly efteemed by him. | 
| Pſal. 146. Having repreſented” the variety of ' depending | 
upon the beſt of mortal Mey, who at death muſt needs fail, and | 
. all their projets with them ; He goes on fo proclaim thezr [ 
happineſs, who have the Eternal God of Heaven and Earth for | , 
their Helper; of whom he farther adds for their encourage- 
ment, ver.7, &c. © Who executeth Judgment for the oppreſ-. 4 
* ſed, who-giveth food tothe hungry; The Lord looſeth the 

« Prifoners; The Lord-openeth the Eyes of the blind ; The 
«Lord raifeth them- that are bowed down ; The Lord loveth 4 
* the righteons, | or careth for the righteous ;| The Lord preſer- || 
* veth-the Strangers, he releiveth [ or defendeth ] the Father- 3 
. © lefs and Widow ; But the way of the wicked he turneth = | 
 < upſide down.————— The fenfe of all which is, that it 1s = 
God s peculiar property to interpoſe his Aid moſt ſeaſonably, 
when our Diſtreſſes are the greateff; To undertake - the 
defence and patronage of thoſe, who are moſt unjuſtly op- | 
preſsd ; To work even Miraclesof mercy for them that ſtand in | |. 

moſt need of them, ſignally to expreſs his favour to pious and RF 
charitable minded Men, 1n all their neceſſities, and under all 1 Jo 
their reſtraints, and afflictions ; and, if there be any more deſt:- | 
tute than other, more ſhut out from all ſorts of — per- Wi 
| | B 2 [t10N, Wi 
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Dctipture Conſolaitions fox : 
ſtition , as: thoſe that have either Houſe, nor Parent, nor Huſ- 
band to relieve and comfort them, [the Stranger, the' Fatherleſs, 

_theWidow:] Theſe are the firſt Objesof his Graceand Compa(- 
ſion, of whom he will have.a peculiar;care, if in theabſence of 
worldly aids they ſincerely apply themſelves, and conſtantly 


- adhere to his Obedience; hewill never leave, or forfake them. 


* When my. Father ..and Mother forſake me,. the Lord will 
take-me up, . ſaith the Pſalmiſt in another. place, Plal. 27. x0. 
And again, ** I have been young, and nowam-old.;.. yet have 
* I not ſeen. the Righteous forſaken, nor his Seed begging bread. 
Pſ. 37. 25. Twill cloſe this with that fignificant expreſſion of the 
Prophet, Hoſea 14. 3. ©In thee the Fatherleſs findeth mercy. 
o'then, by this gracious Style. and Title. which | God af- 
ſumes to himſelf, he ſaith. plainly. to his Servants, and Wor- 
ſhippers, what the Prophet Jeremiah relates as ſpoken of, or 
unto Edom, (it may be in ſome different ſenſe) ; Fer. 49! 1. 
*Leave thy Fatherleſs Children, 1 will preſerve them alive; 

* and let thy Widows truſt in me. | , 
- - © He will eſtabliſh the border of the Widow, | /aith. 


** Solomon, Prov.. 15. 25. -And-again, ..** Enter.not into the. 
*Fields of the Fatherleſs, for their.Redeemer- is mighty ;: he 
* will plead their cauſe with thee. Chap. 23. 10,41, to. which 
efiet alſo he had ſaid before, © Rob-not the poor becauſe he 
**1s Poor, neither opprels the afflicted in. the Gate; for the 
*Lorg will plead their cauſe, -and ſpoil the Soul of thoſe-that: 
** ſpoiled them, Chap. 2:2. 22, 23. 1, « | 

And.here I call to mind a memorable. paſſage of Tertullian; 


4d uxorem, in a Book written: to his own Wife, where having quoted 7hat 


WTR off Þ 


— 


of the #7 mg Iaiah,. Ch. 1.{* Judge the Fatherlels; Plead for 
*'the Widow ; come now and let us reaſon together, ]as a ſut- 
ficient inſtance of the honour and eſteem God hath for Widows ,. 
* He adds, that theſe two. names,.(viz. the Fatherleſs, and Wi- 
* dows,)are no leſs open to, the Divine mercy,than they are expoſed 
* to humane contempt ; and that the Father of all-hath undertaken 
* the Tuition of them: See, ſaith he, how favourably he is look'd 
* upon, who hath done the Widows a good turn. But then, how 

| | » conſidera- 
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Diſtreſſed Widows and. Ozphans. Ss.» 
* conſiderable is the Widow her ſelf, whoſe right the Lord will | | 
* afert, and whoſe Cauſe he will plead and manage? © I 


Secondly, This now leads me to obſerve, how God hath 4:/- 
Plaid, and made good this moſt gracious Title of his, by thoſe ſpe-_ 
cial Commands which he hath given forth about them : ——Such | 
* was that T juſt now quoted, wherein he calls upon the Rulers 7* +77: 
of lrael, as ever they look'd for mercy at his hand, to © Re- 


** lieve the oppreſſed, judge the Fatherleſs, and plead for the 
* Widow: | And ſo the charge to all earthly Fudges runs, P/. 10 
82. 3. © Defend the Poor and Fatherleſs, doe juſtice to the af- | 
< fliſted and needy. RE Mt; ER © 
And the-Tranſgreſſion of this Law of Righteouſneſs, whoever: lt 
they be that are found guilty. of it; 3 ſeverely threatned, Exod? | 
22.22; &c. © Ye:ſhall not afflict any Widow; ' or Fatherleſs' Þ 
* Ghilg. | If thowafflict them in any wife, © and they cry at © | ||, 
** all unto'me, I willſurely.hear their cry; and my wrath ſhall I | 
* wax hot, and I will kill you with the Sword ; and your - © 
* wives ſhall be Widows, ads your children Fatherleſs, 2.e. E EF: 


will in the. ſame kind meet with and requite-you.': And: the words | | 
are all along. Emphatical-**on the behalf of + every ' Widow © and: F 
Orphan ;. Tf thou afflit 'them in any wife, and'if they:cry at” | | 
all unto me, I will hear, ' will farely hear, and be Wrath upon © | 
it ; yea, my Wrath ſhall wax hot, and [ will retaliate it uport 
you ; I'will #i// you with the ſword, &xc. * + CE 
It waspne of the ſolemn Curſes denounced from mount Eal, 
to the Equity of which- all the: people -ſubſcribed, Deut. 2.7. 9. 
* Curſed be-he that perverteth the judgment of the Stranger, = 
* the Fatherleſs, "and the Widow : And all the people ſhall ſay,” is 
" Amen. | | "Fre | | 
And accordingly it is taken notice of in the Prophets; as 
matter of the higheſt Provocation, and" the ominous fore-runner of 
God's heavieſt. Judgments. So Tſa. 1; 23. © They judge'not the” | 
'© Fatherleſs, neither doth the Cauſe: of the Widow come unto | 
* them ; upon which thereforeit followsimmediately, © There-' 
_ ._ fore faith the Lord. of Hoſts,. the mighty are of /ſae!, _ 4H 
| | © I Wl [| 
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Scripture Couſolations fox 
© I will eaſe me of mine: Adverſartes, -and avenge me of mine 
* Enemies : — So: alſo, Ferem. 5.28. © They overpaſs the 
© Deeds of the wicked ; they judge not the Cauſe, the Cauſe 
* of the Fatherleſs, yet they profper, and the Right of the 
* needy do they not judge; . ——upon which therefore it 
© ;?mmediately follows: © Shall not I viſit for theſe things 2 
*Shall not my Soul be avenged on ſuch a Nationasthis? —— 
And Chap. 2.1. 12. © O. houſe of David! thus faith the Lord, 
* Execute _judgment.in the morning, and deliver him that is 
© ſpoiled out of the hand' of the | Oppreſſour , leſt 'my Fury 
© break out like fire, and burn that none can quench it, - be- 
© cauſe of the evil of your doings ; which again he repeats, Chap. 
22.. 3, &c. © Execute ye judgment and righteoufneſs, and. 
«deliver the ſpoiled out of the hand of the Oppreſſour, and 
*:doe no wrong, doe no violence to the Stranger, the Father- 
© lets, and the Widow ; neither ſhed innocent bloud in this 
* place : But if you will. not hear theſe words, I ſwear by 
* my {elf; faith the Lord, that this houſe ſhall become a deſo- 
< lation: And thus in . the Prophet -Ezetzel 'we find it 
reckon'd up. by name among thoſe: Abominations for which Jeruſalem 
was judged, and burnt. as drofs inthe fornace, 'Chap.'22. 7. In 
* the mid{t of thee have they dealt 'by Oppreſſion with the 
© Stranger ; 1n-thee have'they. vexed the Fatherleſs, ' and the 
© Widow : —— = See it again once more in the ' Prophet Ze- 
chary, Chap. 7. 9, x6, ©c. © 'Thus fpeaketh the Lord of Hoſts, 
©aying, Execute true judgment, and ſhow mercy and com- 
* paſſions. every: ;marr 'to his' Brother: And - oppreſs not the 
© Widow, -nor the Fatherlefs, / the Stranger, nor the Poor, 
© and let: none: of you imagine. evil againſt his Brother in his 
© heart: . —— *But (alas ! faith the Prophet) they refuſed to 
© hearken, and pulled away the ſhoulder, and ſtopped their 
* cars that-they ſhould not hear, &c. —— *©Therefore (ſaith 
© he) camea-great Wrath fromthe Lord of Hoſts. 'Therefore 
*4t is come to/pals, that. as he-cried, and they would not hear, 
© fo they criedand I would not hear, faith the Lord of Hoſts : 
— Yea, 'and our bleſſed Lord aud Saviour having ſaid, © Wo 
| unto 


© unto you Scribgg, Phariſees, and Hypocrites , for you devour 


*Widows houſes, and for a pretence make long prayer: Saint 


Mat.-2.3. 14. adds forthwith upon it, © Therefore you ſhall | 
© receive the greater Damnation, viz. upon both theſe accounts ; 


firſt for devouritzs Widows houſes, and then doing of it under a 
devout. pretence,” or colour. | Exh 

' The Pſalmiſ# repreſents it ay the utmoſt Tmpiety and Atheiſm 
together, .to commit ſach an horrid wickedneſs, and yet to think 
that God will connive at it, Pfal. 44. 6, Sc. © They ſlay the 


Widow, and the Stranger, and muriher the Fatherlefs: Yet 
ſay they, the Lord fſhall not ſee, neither ſhall the God of Fa * 


06 regard it: 'Underftand, O.: ye Brutiſh among the People, 
© and ye Fools, whenwill you be wiſez-=—— | 
And it is a peculiar Curſe which he leaves upon ſome heingus 


= ſinners, (ſuch eſpecially as had been unmercifull themſelves, ® 


and delighted in Curfing others,) that they ſhall © leave their 
6 children Fatherleſs, and their Wives Widows, and that in 
deſtitute and forlorn a condition , they ſhall © find none to Tg 


"or relieve them; Plalm 109. 9, 12: —— And ſo likewiſe in 


© zhe Prophet Tfaiah, we read, Chap.g. 17. © Therefore the Lord 
© ſhall have ho" joy in their young men, neither ſhall have 
* mercy on their Fatherlefs, and Widows; for every one is an 
* Hypocrite, and arfEvil do&r. —— And this is the Retaliat7- 


© on particularly threatued unto thoſe who affiidt the Fatherleſs,' and 


Widows ; as I noted before from Exod. 22. 


But then, 7hirdly, Let it be farther obſerved, what fingalar 
care it, pleaſed God to take among his People, the Jews, in the 
frated Proviſions - whith he appointed to be made for them ; of 
which there are ſwzdry inſtances. .. Hs > 


(x.) For thefe, by name, © it was as well as for the Levztes, 
thathe allotied the third'year's Tith of their increaſe to be brought 
in and laid up, Deut. 14.29. © And the Leyite, becauſe he 
* hath no part, nor inheritance with thee, (as'the other 7ribes 


* had,) and the Fatherleſs, and the Widow within thy _ {0 
ane 
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© ſhall come and eat, and be atisfied, that bs Lord thy God | 
© may bleſs thee in all the work of thine handMhich thou doeſt, 


—— For the right underſtanding of-which you muſt knozy, 


that there'was a firſ# 7h given to the Levztes, out of which 


ainſworth they allo paid a tenth part again to the Prieſts ; (Num.” 18. 24, 
on Exod. 28, Nehe. 10. 37, 38.) And then, of that 'which remained, 


14. 22, 


the owners ſeparated a-ſecoud 7:ith, which themſelves did eat 


before the Lord the firſt and fecoud year ; and this' was that 


which on the third year (and fo on the fixth year) was to be - 
given unto the Levites, and the Poor here pores : —— Now 


this third years Tithing had a ſolemn. Confeſton and Prayer an- 


nexed to it, Deut. 26.:12; ©c. *When thou haſt made an end. 


_ *of Tithing all the Tiths of thy increaſe the third year, 


re 


© which is the year of Tithing, and haſt givenitto the Levite, 
© rhe Stranger, the *Fatherleis, and the Widow , that they 


© may eat within thy Gates, and be filled; then thou 
* ſhalt fay before the Lord thy God, (viz. by way of appeal . untq 


' him, as Witneſs and C ompurgator of thy integrity im the Caſe, Sy) 


Fudge and Avenger, if it be otherwiſe ;) <I have Drowgnt away 
* the hallowed things out of my houſe, and alſo. have given 
* them unto the Levite, and unto the - Stranger, to the Fa- 
* therleſs, and to the Widow, according to all the Command- 
* ments which thou haſt commanded me ; I have not tranl- 


£ preſſed thy Commandments, neither have I forgotten them : 


* Look down from thy Holy habitation - from Heaven, and 
* bleſs thy People 7rael, and the Land which thou haſt'given 


© us, as. thou ſwareſt unto our Fathers, a Land that floweth 


 * with Milk and Honey : | thus regularly claiming the freniſed 


Biefing upon their conſcientious. performing; the condition of 
It. ; | | 
And the violation of this Commandment God ſometimes puniſhed 
them for, with a great Dearth and Famine, Nehem.: 5.3. I3. 
10. And unto this that notable expouſtlation in the Prophet Ma- 
lachi;ſeems to referr, Mal. 3. 8, &c. * Will a man rob God ? 
{yet ye.-have robed me: But ye fay,wherein have we robbed 
thee? In Tiths and Offerings; ye are curſed with a: curſe, e- 


ven 


ALLELE. 
þ 


11 


| Diſtreſſed. ihe 
* yen, this whole Nation. fr 
that they detain'd part of theſe 


- + 
' 


” 


the they were generallyguiley 
that they detai of thee Tiths, which'they ought. ac- 
"cording to God's Law to have paid, :and' thereby did abridge 
God of his due:] * Bring ye all the Tiths [rherefore, ſaith he] 
*into the Store-houſe, that there, may be meat in my houſe, 
. [not only proviſion for, the daily and anmal Sacrifices, and for 

the Pretty and Leovtes waiting dh the” Altar ; but. for the Re: 
fue alfs of Hhe Parr of Godt” Pi, the Buberkefe, "and the 
Widow ; who'are mentioned particularly amoig thoſe, in whoſe 
Behalf he threattus to appear as a rift witneſs in judgment againſt 
them, verſe 5.] © And'prove me now herewith, faith the Lord, if 
*T-will not fo er you the windows of Heaven, and pour you out 
& Bleſſing, hatthigre ſhall got be room enough to receive it : 
And I'will rt | Ire 


LI 


nd I will rebuke the;devburer for your fakes, and'he ſhall 
* not deſtrby the" fralts b | 
© Vine caſt | her fruitbefore' the time in the. field, faith the 
*Lord of Hoſts'; and Ss ſhall call you Bleſſed, for ye. 
© ſhall be a'delightſome"Land, Taith the Lord of Hoſts. - 


T3IE 
Dur rhe al 5) Boles Wi, zl Arey required «pe: 
culiar regard to be had unto' the Fatherlels, and" Widows, in- 
their ſolemn feaſts every year, Deut. 16. ——— So tt is expre{- 
ſed in the facred. Text, * for the Feaſt of Weeks, or Pentecoft, 
verſe.10. © Thou ſhalt keep the Feaſt of Weeks unto the Lord 


: I" 


, . 


*thy God With a' Tribute” [or fufficiency,* as the margin reads 
*7#]. of a free-wvill offering of thine hand, which Thou" ſhalt (give 
*unto the Lord thy God; according'as the Lord thy God hath 
* bleſſed thee; and thou ſhalt rejS&ce before the Lord'thy 
© God, thou, 'and'thy Son, and thy Danghter, and thy Man- 
© Servant, and > A Sari ; and (then immediately next 
©#o'theſe Domeſticks it follows) the Levite that 'is within thy 
* Gates, and. the,Stranger, and the Fatherleſs,.. and the W1- 
*dow, that are among you. ——"SqlikewiſeFor the feaſt of 
Tabernacles, verſe 14, ' * And'tho 


Fabernacles, "itſhall rejoyce in thy Feaſt, 
*thou, and thy Son, and thy Daughter, and thy Man-Servanr, 
©and thy Maid-Servant, and the Levite, and the Stranger, 


O_o 


* your Gtound,” neither ſhall your - 


— 
APES 
—_ 

= 


Io 


* and the Fatherlefs, and the Wade 


TIVITEL. 


\kil;:c.M 
Widow, that are within thy Gates. 


- and not to part with their contributions hereunto gridgingly, 
as well knowing, that it was the way of God"s own appointment in 


order to the ſecuring unto themſelves a greater bleſſing, ver. 15. 
< Seven days ſhalt thou keep a folema Feaſt unto the-Lord thy 
* God, in the place which the. Lord thy God: ſhall chule, be- 
* cauſe the. Lord thy God hall bleſs thee in all thy incres 

*and in all the works of thine hands ; Therefore ſhalt thou re- 
* jayce. And though'it is not ſo diſtinfly mentiond in 
what is faid of the Paſs-over, or Feaſt of. unlegvened Bread, yet 


that allo is not-only to be inferr'd ;by:, way of jaff confequence, 
Cit-being the Prixcipal and leading, Feaſh) but ' manifeſtly -in- 


cluded in the 'gentrall clauſe which follows,” and names. them all 
together, ver. 16, 17. © Three times a year ſhall all thy Males 
* appear before the Lord thy Godin; the place which he ſhall 
* chuſe, in'the Feaſt of Unleavened Bread, and in the Feaſt of 
* Weeks, _ i 0 Ok of Tabernacles, x7 ar chaps 
* appear before -the Lord empty ; Every-man.thall give as he is 
© able, av cs) to prog 3lefling of. es Lind thy God,which he 
© hath. given thee, © fo TT En 9” EY - 

And, according:to this Law of theirs three. ſolemn amiver- 
faries, the days of Purim alſo were afterwards ordained to be 
kept yearly, © As days of Faaghig and Joy, ſending portions 
* to one another, and gifts to the Poor [among whom, we may 
be ſure, the Fatherleſs and Widow were not forgotten;] Efther 
9.22. And indeed, fuch are the moſt proper Gueſts for true 
and religious Feaſting, whoſe entertainment 'God vimſel ſtands 
engaged to ſee abundantly. paid for and recompemed ,St.Luk. 14.13, 
14. Theſe leaſt defervethe name of. Feaſts of Charity,St. Jud. x2. 


But then, ($) Over; and above this two, there were three or 


* 


- four things | in their | yellly Harveſt allotted to the Poor, and a- 


mong them chiefly to the Fatherleſs and Widow; viz, A nook or 


corner of the Field, the forgotton ſheaf, the Gleanings, and fing/e 


- or fallen Grapes, and ungathered Olives, Levit. 19.9, 10. © When 


ye 


I1 


| * ye ro9p the ter 3 ey oe ni ſhalt: not wholly 
* reap. the-corners of thy Field, neither ſhall thou gather the 
: Gleanings of.th Harveſt: And thou. ſhalt not glean thy Vine- 
* yard, neither ſhalt thou eather every Grape of thy Vineyard, 
* thou ſhalt leave. them for-the Poor, and Stranger, I am the = 
* Lord your God... Which : place:we may' compare with Deut. iy 
17,8C. <Fhou ſhalt not. pervert e Judgment of the Stran | 
* nor of the Fatherlels, nor take.a Widows: Garment to. pledge [ 
* but thou ſhalt remember that thou waſta Bondman. in Feypr, : 
* and the Lord. thy: God redeemed thee thence; cert I | 
* command thee to this thing When thou cutteſt down q!! 
* thine. in the Field, and haſt forgotten a. ſheaf in the li 
* Field, py ligk 90k 0 again, fo fetch, it; it, ſhall be for.the ih 
* Stranger, and for the Fatherlels, and Jof the Widow, that the | 
*Lord th God may, blebs thee'in n all the work of thine hands. Il 
x When t nou heeded or Olive Tree, hos ſhalt not go over | 


Fam pw) thy Vi ardthou UTR Rt atterwards.; It | 
Gre. be for oy Vee ny for-the- rr and for the j 
" Widow. And thou ſhalt remember, that thou waſt a Bond- | 

* man in the Land of Fgypt : therefore I command thee to doe I 
* this thing. ——We cannot but note heres-what a ftreſs God Al- 0 
wighty lays upgn it, and how: al along be . diſeiplind the Jews, Ii 
as in a School bf continual C harity, wy, towards the Stran- th 
ger, the Ftv" _ by Widap.-. % [| 


Foarthly, Let us next otiferve, how bo hath thought good 
ſometimes. to go out of the common road of his. Providence, and 
work ſundry Miracles,.on purpoſe to _ a confirm the merci- 
full reſpects he bears to 0 ſuch. 542) wt 


7.) I know not well wholgel ſhould "ils 2 abfqeces of (. 
Naomi and Ruth under this Zeadof Diſcourle, or rather have 1: 
allotted then oe by themſelves. - Sure Iam, they were vertuous | 
and relagjous Widows, . and left ina deſolate, di treſſed, 2nd poor | 


HEY contlition, 


I'2 


C1.1.19. 


condition, and yet by a wonderful condu# of Drome Providence 
\ ; » TAS w04igt 2 3s FI 7” _—_— fs 7 EPR IFION 
moſt ſeuſonably relieved, provided for, and advanced, as may be 
read ar large in the Book of Rath,' made up wholly 'of this argu- 
ment, and which, next- to the clearing of - our bleſſed” Saviour's 
Genealogie , may ſeern to have been written and'preſeryed a- 
mong the ſacred Records, chiefly for the entouragement of others 


#1 all ſucceeding Ages, to become followers"of *thetr* 'Pzery, Fabth. 


and Patience ; and as «Book, T'imay tay; of P echliar* comfort unto 


Widows in their Aflid&ions'; The abftrat Of it is this: © 


Elimelech, a Man of fomenote'in Bethlehem-Judah,- with his 
Wife Naomz; and their two Sons, 'Mahlon and Chilon,” is forced 
at firſt by a ſore' Frm; inthe time of the Fhdges, to quit his 
Habitation, and with what moneys he colild r hes vp, to'tra- 
vel and - provide ' ſaſtinerice for hi GIF 2rd Family- if the 
Country off Moab,'a ſtrange and heathenifh” C owitry.” And there 
now, not long after, he dies, 'and leaves Nam? a" ſorrow- 
full Widow among ſtrangers: 'And"there alfo, after "this, tb 
the increaſe of her Tofrows, ſhe' Buried he) tiro Sors the only re- 
maining. ſlibports of -het Widowhood'; who; during''there #bode 
there, had married two Moab#iſÞ VViamey;"how 4 Trade difcon- 
folate Widows," Orpih and*Ru#h22205p4h pon little entrea- 


7y, betakes her elf to her vt” Friends for maintenance: arid 


we hear no moreof ther.' ' Bit Ruth*refolvesto abide by her:Mo- 
ther-in-Law; whatever became of it; out off love'to' her aud her 
Religion." e003 VN RD ANN 3 VIE 1 WAGE OT 2 

| Theſe two 1/3dows therefore having fpenitall they had, return 
together unto Bethlehem, entertaining each other with doleſome 
complaints of their mutual loſſes is they go; and God's good Provi- 
dence was all the way over them 'in that © hazardous journey 
of theirs, till they came ſafe to the Ye/ired plare!i=— "But upon 
their coming zhither, all the City, faith the Text, was'moved 
abont them, and they faid, Is this Naomi 2 That is, fo ſoon as 
they*had*heard the mournfull ory, and ſeen her great AfMiai- 
on, and/ what neceſſities./he "was reduced; unto ;* How that 
going ut from them'in'a wealthy*eflate, accompanied with her 
£Eeband, and two Sons," grown up' t& madhrd, the was ow. 
WY I, ; retufn'd 
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 DiſtreſledWidows and ©O2phans. Wn 1 
return'd in-1ſo calamitors and. deſtitute a condition, without Hus- ' if 
band or Children, or. Goods,-and only a young diftrefſed Widow | 
hanging on her-;.. They: were af. a/tonijhed,. the Vomen efpeci- 

_ ally, whohad formerly known her: 2» ber /atier days of Proſpe- Te 
rity ;' and they could ſcarce - believe their ſenſes, that this mi- | It 
ſerable object, they now benold,: was the ſame; Hatron. Is:this 
Naomi , 1ay they 2: And-ſhe, hereupon. takes the. occa/ton offer d 
her,\\(as paſſion ts, often.guict and. witty in-nenting,.of at felt, ?) | 

i 


:to-thew the fenleſhe:lay under of her: own [ad condition. Well | 
. may._you.ask, ** Is-thiseNaomz. 2 Call me not Naomi, (faith ſhe, ,..,. || 
reflecting upon the /ignification of that name, that is. pleaſant,or | | 
aelefable:) *but call.me MHarahs .( that is; Bitter,) Fog the Ws. 
*! Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me; 1 went,out full, ot 
*. andthe Lo hath brought me home empty, , [That is, de- il 
priv'ehof all thoſe \ comforts and means: ro. fabjf 01, which Þ for- | 
merly had, and: expos d.as you ſee, to-want and. penury.] © Why j 
.* then call yow-me. Naomi, ſeeing, the Lord- hath | teſtified lf 

| 

| 


againſt me, and: the Almighty bath afflicted me.-— Bur, all 
.this while ſhe: thought -not. of God's more gracious deſign in thus 
bumbling of her, that in; due time he might !raiſe and exalt her. 
-—Hither :his' go&d Providence brought them. at the- beginning 
of Barly Harvejt. And fo the; young Widow beſtirs her ſelf '**2% | 
immediately to g/ean for: the preſent relief both, of her ſelf and | | 
' Mother, in: thisggigeh -of their ;neceflity.. ' And, the hand, of If 


oO — 
O i COIRIBOY 


Heaven dires lia perfe&t ſtranger in the Countrey ) un- it 
to a wealthy. Kinſman's | Field, . whale; name-. was Boaz, and i» | | 
' clin & his heart alſa to be' vagy kind and 'compaſſionate towards 6 
her. ;- not only to permit her quietly to-gather after his Reapers, 


but to ſpeak friendly to her, and gipe- ſpecial charge to all his . 
Servants about her, that none ſhould doe het wrong or Reproach ; 

Nay, that they: ſhould /et ſome. handfalls. fall on. purpoſe for her, 
andicalther to-4ti azd drink with them; ——— And. to make ſhort, 

at laſt; upon: farther -knowlagge and conſideration had of hzs 

2 Relation. to her, and her own. Vertues, according to the - Few/? Chap. 4. 

. Law and Cujtoine. he charitabiy, fulfills #he right of. a -neare/? 
Kiuſmran, and redeems . the £6:d which- was Jeft, and takes ber + 


for 


m—_—_— 4 
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for his Wife before the Elders in the: Gate, where all th the Way 
accompanied their Marriage - with joyful acclamations, 'a | 
good wiſhes ; ver. 1x, 12. And God himſelf bleſſed it, by giving 

him ſoon after by her a Son; named Obed, the Father Jelle, 
and Grand-Father of King David,- of whoſe Seed the Meſttas was 
to: come, __ to be born tos in that City 'of Bethlehem, (Saint 
Matth:' z. 5, 6.') ——Sothat'by this-means,. the-Pilgrim- fa- 
bitifh Widow becarne, tiot only a. Proſelite to the true- Religzon, 
but a Glorious Mother in” os And Aged:Naomi alſo is beth 
comforted and exalted wit and by her 3% a joyful Nurſe. to 
dandle that on her knees, 'which the was | bearing in her 
Womb; ſees her Name aud Family. reozved," after | the: loſs of 


h  Husband and Children} and{her poor ghter in Law,'\who 


ved her entirely, better unto her tw the Iſue, Than ſeven ions, 
And ſo the Womer, who at her firſt arrival lamented; and won- 
dred at her fall and unhappineſs, did now earneſtly congratulate 
the Bleſſed change- and alteration of her Fortune, as we Call it, 
but (if we ſpeak religt ) of God's providence towards her. 
Saying, pon | the birth of the Childs ** {Bleſſed 'be-the Lord; 
* which hath not left thee this: id&y without a: Kinſman, (or 

* Redeemer ) that his name may be famous fn 1/rae/ / And he 
« ſhall be unto thee a Reſtorer' of thy life, and a nouriſher of 
© thine old age, For” thy. Daughter-in-Law, which loveth 
© thee, whiclt 1s better to "thee Yan exugy. Sons, hath born 
** him. — ' 
You perceive by this tine, - how deſervedl I calfd this Ki 
ſtory of Naomi and Ruth, they Widows Book by Conſolation. 1 
will now paſs on to ſome moremeraculous' inflances Sion On s ape 
cial favour and goodneſs rowards them. 


(2.) Upon this eerind principally it wiks; FI he fenc Blijah | 


_ the Prophet unto Zarephath, or Sarrepta, - Luke 4.26: to'ſeck 


relief of the iwdigent Widow thaye, becauſe he purpoſed to re- 
quite” her kindneſs with a marvellous bleſſing upon "her own head, 
x Kings 17.9, &c. Ariſe, faith God unto him, get thee to Za- 
* rephath, which belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there : TO 
"Thave 


—_ 


Diltefobibows and Opphans. 


© IT have commanded a Widow Woman there to ſuſtain thee. 
[ And here #ideed was the Fountain head of all her Jufficiency.) 
© So he aroſe, and went to Zarephath, and when he was come 
©ro the gate of the City, behold, the Widow Woman was 
* there gathering of Sticks: And he called to her, and faid, 
* fetch me, 1 pray thee, a little Water in-a Veſlel, that T may 


* drink. ' And as 


©1n a Barrel, anda little Oil in a Cruſe, and behold I'am ga- 
©thering two ſticks; that Tmiy: go in and drefs it-for me: and 
* my. Son, that we may eatit and'die:; He preſently anſwered 


her, Fear hot,go, and eas thou haſt ſaid : But make me'alit- 


tle Cake thereof firſt,and bring it unto me, and after make for 
* thee and for thy Son. [Doe me this office of Charity,and truſt in 
'God that thou ſhaft be no looſer by it.} * For thus faith the Lord 
© God of Iſreal, the Barrel of Neal ſhall not-wafte, neither hall 


* the Cruſe of Oil faih untill the day, that the Lord ſendeth rain. 


©apon'the Earth, } viz;"r0 make it bring forth Corn-and Oil 5n 
abun4ayce. —Now obſerve the' event : * She went, andididac- 
© cording .to the faying of ELjah : And'She and He; and-her 
» Houſe, \ which ſeems to intimate, that She*had more 'in Family 
Than her Son only, though Natere put her upon providing for him 
'before them,].did cat it many days,the Marg readsita full year: 
-and others conjecture ; three years at eaſt, from what is men- 
tiond Ch. 18. 1. of the third year 'of the Prophet's being there. 


** And the Barrel of Meal, /aith the Text, waſted not, neither * The Fa- 


mine Is 
faid to 


* did the Cruſe of Oil fail, according to the word of the Lord, 


- 


* which he _ by Elijah. Such was the reward: of this'poor continue 


Widows Pait 


and Charity. And here we havean- example, how — ears 


God'can lengthen but a little arid that our life is ſupported by his —. 


word of Bleſſing only. * After this the Widow's Son fickens, and Luk.q, 25. 
dies, ver. 7. and ſhe paſſionately reſents it as a /troke of God* 1 


anger, ſaying to Elijah, Oh thou Man' of God, art thou come 
*unto me, to call my fin to remembrance, and to ſlay my 


Son ?. 


am.z.17, 
Deur.9.3, + 
Mar. 4. 4, 


& Child three, times; and: cried 


* Son? He therefpra, in ».ple; to = caſh _ A. " Divine inſtind,) 
undertakes the 're/tor; ing 0 of -him again. . TOW. his. affections Were 


moved, you may. perceive. by... bis Prayer, ver.: 2.9... He cried 


* unto the Lord, and-faid,, O Lord, my: God, haſt thowbrought 

< evil -ypon the Widow, with;whom Lojourn, by ſaying her 
© Son?—And 7her it»fallows. :. *He leaky pry ues, Wy: the 
id, -O Lord 
* MY; God.,: I pray thee; let. Ne ChATs'S DO e.ifito him 
* againt. And the Lord heard. the voice of. / Fa and _.the 
* Soul of the Child.came into him, #Epe 4a and Fe revived. 'And 


© Elijah. took. the- Child, and br him out of the 
'*chamber-into the houſe, and de nr kim | hus bs Moth other, and 
c Elijah ſaid, See, thy Son. liveth.- ad. this. is the fr we 


read of in Holy Scripture,” that was r ed, #9 from the dead. No 
firſt inſtance 15, teeny of, Hoot: mas f. TIO PS | ; 


(3: ) This Prophet : afterwards: Was. ta ken! 
_ pe Succeeded him;.in a participati 
and he alfowas 2 comferter-ofitbe V3dews..:; TOA : 
read, ' ow ſtrangely. he, gi at he,diſtr, ed. Meat C74 for 
the di iſcharge of 1 54 Husbands. Debts,.and the.  Ranſome of her 
Sons, and her and their future maintenance, 2, Kings 4: b *.. There .- 
' cried a certain Wenmn-of. the Wives of. the, Sons of the Pros 
* phets, { that iswho-had been Wife to one of the, Sons of the Pre 
* phets] unto. Eliſha, (whowas- now: Head of their College,) Saying, 


_ © Thy Servant. .myH band. is dead, and thou knowelt that 


* thy Servant did fearthe Lord: (He was; it ſeems, a wery- good 
and Religious man, and. known. ro.the. Praphet. for ſuch, the. grea- 
ter was her loſs of him : But... this was not all, he left her. 3 
debt. ) . © Andthe creditor is come, /aith be, to take unto.him 

* my two Sons -to be. Bondmen.—- This deplorable caſe naw 
moves the Prophet -to:ſay unto her, © What. ſhalll doe. for.thee.? 
* Tell me, what haſt thou/in the houſe. And ſhe faid, thine 
* Handmaid hath not any. thing inthe houſe, (x. of that- ua- 

* ture, as t0 raiſe money. from, lave;a pot of Oil.. ( A poor flock! 
but enongh for that power to work ; upon, which can create” out of 

' © "mothing. ) 


CO—_— ow 


he ſaid, go, 
.cighbours, evenempty Veſſels ; borrow not 4 few 3(or ſcant 
* xof. ) And, wheri thou art come'in, thou ſhalt ſhut the door 
* ypon thee and thy Sons,and thouſhalt pour out into all theſe 
* Veſſels, and thou. ſhalt -ſet- aſide that which' is full ——- 4:4 

ow, let us note: the furceſs:: + * Soſhe-went fromhim, and ſhut 
"the door-upon her,and upon her Sons, who broaght the Veſ- 
* ſels' to her, ;aud-ſhe- poyred our ; and it'eame'to paſs whenthe 
* Veſkels were full, that ſhe ſaid unto:her Son, (oe of her Sons 
* then next her,) bring me yet a Veſſel; and he faid unto her, 
* there is not a; Veſſel more. And the oilſtayed, viz. That there 
might be no waſte, having run freely as long as there was any thing 
to receive it in. © Then ſhe came and told the man of God. 
. Gratefully acknowledging ' the miracle - wrought for her ——* And 
* he ſaid, go, ſell the Oll, and pay thy debt, and live thou and 
* thy Children on the reft. —Such was the bounty of God by 
Eliſha, *o !2is Prophet's Widow,exceeting her firſt requeſt. She was 
ſollicitous exly for the redemption of her-Children from the credi- 
tors Arreſt: But1he receives, 'wherewithall both to diſcharge 
the debt her Husband'left her in, and provide a competency fir 
her: ſelf and her children to ſabfiſt a while upon.” 


© (44:)- Unto: theſe inſtances now, I will annex that 7iracle 
"It, Bleſſed Lard and.” Saviour, - the-' great- Prophet whom 
9b 2nd Eliſha were but Types: of,” recorded in the New 
Zeftament,St.Luk. 7.11,12,Oc.* It, came to pals; that hewent 
* into a, City called Naim; and many-of his' Diſciples went 
* with him and much-People. Now: when he came nigh to the 
© gates-of the City; behold there was a dead man carried out, 
© the; onely Son of his Mother; and the was 'a- Widow: This 
was the compaſſionableneſs of the caſe. A defolate Widow, following 
the Corpſe of her Sen; her onely Sou; the ftay of ber Age, the com- 
fort, of b&r' Widow-hood, | to the grave :- And it was matter of 
general Lamentation among © her. neighbours alſo, for much Peo- 
ple of the City was with h&r,—< Andwhen the LorFfaw 
* her, (/a#th- the: Evangeliſt, his Bowels too were moved,) he 
D had 


bortow thee 'Velſels of all thy 


conn FE mg om or 
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had Compaſſion vn het; and faid unto her; | weep not: — Bat 
alas! _ Good words alone were not able to chear'uf out'm her'con- - 
dition ; and therefore unto thoſe -he:forthwith:adds a'meracle'sf 
Beneficence ; and indeed moſt: of his-miraculous Works were ' of 
this nature,fo many Evidences of his divine Power' inſhewing tner- 
cy, and doing good: © And - he came and touched ithe® bier, (or 
*Cofin,) and they , that bare - him ſtood- ſtill-;- andhe faid, 
* young man, I fay-unto' thee ariſe ;  [thns he commanded his 
* Soul into his Body again;) and he that was dead fateup,' and 
© he began to ſpeak, - andihe deliver him to his Mother: — 
Whereby he did not only fay her Tears, but: turn'd her mour- 
ning into Foy and Gladneſs: bo en! 


And now this igſtance prompts me to-obſerve, /it: the #f:h 
place, That God hath planted ſoft and-ternider Hearts,” 'or natu- 
ral Bowels in the generality of men (who have ' not out-fomi'd 
their Humanity) to reſent the fad Circumſtances of the 'Wi- 
dows and Fatherleſs;' but theſe in good men are tn amore eminent 


- manner reaew'd and improv d, who;are required toipur-on as the 


Elett of God, Bowels of Mercy and Kindneſs, Colo. 3.12. - 
What . Rhetorick there--1s. in the” naked Repreſentation of ſo 
deftitute an eſtate, is viſible in that-parable, which the wiſe Wo- 
man of -Tekoah- artificially uſed 'to muve King: David to recall 
Abſolom, z Sam. 14. 4;:Sc. - $:She- fell... on-+her face to " 4 
* ground, and did obeitance, and ſaid; Help, O-King! AndWe 
* King faid unto, her, + whay aileth thee 2: And 'ſhe anſwered 
* and faid, 7 am zndeed.a\ Widow woman,” and thine © Husband is 
* dead, ard thine Handmaid-had two Sons, "and they two 
* ſtrove together in the - field, and | there. was:.none to- part 
©rhem ; but the one {mote the other;; and:{lew him :*And'be- 
© hold, the 'whole  Farnily 4s riſen! agairiſt»thine Handmaid, 
and they ſaid, deliver him that ſmote his:Brother;- tat we 
' © may.. kill him for-the. Lite-of. his:Brother, whom hes flew; 
*and we will deſtroy the Heir alſo; and-fothey ſhallquerch my 
* Coal. which is left, and ſhall not letroe tomy Hushand, neither 
* name \uox remainder upon the Earth > + And the King faid 
| hy "to 


© to- thiz Woman; go to thine houſe, uri I will give charge 


* concerning.thee: ——» There needed not any. farther requeſt, 


than what-the. caſe it ſelf-made for her. | 
"But then, a Widow's Importanity is capable of adding much 
herennto:: To which purpoſe weare inſtructed from our Savi- 
 out's Parable of the Importunate Witow, who wearied out a care- 
leſs - and: unjuſt judge, (who neither feared' God, nor regarded 
man,) by her:continual ;ſollicitations, to take pity on her, $t.Luke 
18. Upon which/the Evangeliſt gives us alſo. our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour'sRemark:: ' © And the Lord ſaid, hear” what the unjuſt 
* judgefaith : And ſhdllnot God avenge his own Ele, which 
* cry day and night'to him; thought he bear long with them 2 
61 -tell-you' that he will avenge-rhem ſpeedily.——— 
But we will-turn from him; to'a mach better man; a man 
that hath. the Teſtimony from God himſelf,” of-being perfect 


and upright, fearing Ged;' and eſcheiving Evil, Job 1. r. 'Tis | 


the expreſſion he deſcribes the - utmoſt ſtretch of wickedneſs, 
and oppreſſion by, Job-24-- 3; 4-- * They: drive away the Aſs of 
© the Fatherleſs, they take the Widow's OF for a' Pledge, _ 
* turn-the:Needy. out of. the way ;\the Poor of the Earth hide 
© themſelves: together:. | 4nd again, verſe 2x, * He .doth not 
*good to: the Widow : And Eliphaz indeed had charged 
«bim-with: this *borrid gailt, as the cauſe of his preſent Calamities, 
Chap. 2:2. 9, x0. © Thouhaſt ſent Widows away empty, faith 
© be;: and:ithe Arms: of: thes:[Fatherleſs have been' broken : 
© Therefore ſnares are round about thee,. and ſudden fear trou- 
© bleth\ thee : — But the good-man was of quite-another Charatter 
and Pradice; and therefare had juſt occaſion upon this ' injurious 
Charge to-make mention of it- for his own Apology, Chap. 29.12,Vc. 
© | deliverd: the. Poor thaticried, (:/aith;he;) the Fatherleſs, and 
* him: that had: none:to:halp him; the'Bleſfing'of him which 


* was ready. tor: perifv:came 'uponime; and*[catisd- the Wi- 


© dow's Heart to ſing: for joy'''— Tea, and he appeals'to God'for 
- bis witneſs \in-this matter and i denounceth 'a moſt” Peavy Impre- 
cation ' againſt himſelf, ſhould he have beert'found to-have' done 
otherwiſe, Chap. 31. 16, &c. *If I have with held the Poor 
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* from: their deſire, or have cauſed the.eyes. of the Widow to 
* fail, or have eaten my.morle] my ſelf alone, and the Father- 
© leſs have not eaten thereof; tor from my Youth he'was. 
*brought up with me, .and I have guided her) that 3s, the Wi- 
* dow,(from my Mother's Womb; ) it Thave ſeen any perith for 
© want of Clothing ; or any Poor without. Covering ; - if- his 
Loins have not bleſkd me, and.if he were not warmed with 
* the Fleece of my Sheep; if I. have lift up my.hands' againſt 


, 


_ © the Fatherleſs, when I faw my help:in the gate ; then let 


Chap,22.9. 


© mine Arm fall from my Shoulder-blade;- and :mine Arm be 


- © broken from the Bone': [4.e. as 1-am"falſly traduced. to have 


ſerved. the Fatherlefs : No, I had a greater. dread upom- me of 
the Divine Y engeance, than to dare ta wentare on- ſuch. apiece of 
zuſclence : * For deſtruction. from God: was a'Ferror'ta me; and 
* by reaſon of his Highneſs could: not endure : — This alone 
would have reſtrain'd him, had nothing elſe; but it was more- 
over clean contrary to the biaſs of his Temper and Inclination, who 
looked upon the meaneſt. of his ' Servants - as his.  Fellow-Brethren 
aud Siſters ; and therefore; reckog'd: with himſelf that he could 


|; wine uner; if 0 JHO qpries Father, foeuit by. wot oe abuſe 
Ho #4 


avs one of them, as he bad ſaid. juſt. before, verſe" 13, @c. "If! 
© did deſpiſe the Caule of my Man-Servant, or of. nvy Maid- 
* Servant, when they contended with me; what - then thall-Þ 
© dos whenGod. riſeth up; and/when- he viſiteth-what ſhall Tan* 
© {wer hun 2 Did: not he. that made; me in the womb,” make - 


_ © him? And- did not one”, faſhion us4n the Womb?} that is, 


plainly; -have we not all ove Father? Are we not: all the ſame 
Fleſh and Bloud But now;if there be found fo. mack goodneſs and 

afion in Men ; who at beſt have their Defetts: and Tmper- 
fedtions ; how mack more-is there im God 2 Tis the: way of argu 
ing which oxr Bleſſed Saviour hath tamghit: ns for our: great excou- 
ragemew, ' St, Marth. 7:22; If ye then being'ievid, know + 
* how t0-give good gifts unto your Chuldren.; how aiach «more 
* ſhall your. Father which; is ic Heaven; give good things to 
* then. that-ask him2 | PL Tong 


| This 


this goodneſs of Nature is buf © Bois fi his Fa Or 2 
os \fron-bis Fonnthin:- And this is yet farther advan- 
in the World by the Principles of Chriſtianity ; which- urge 
ws to the perfeition of Charity ; and there cannot certainly be a 
fitter Objett of it, than the” diſtreſſed Widow aud Fatherleſs : 
-Such a charity was Tabitha, or Dorcas; a Diſciple of our Savi- 
-our's at = aq Adts 9. 36. © This woman was full 
* of 'good and Alms-deeds which ſhe did ; who there- 
fore Pelcideg and xg, the Diſciples there, ' upon fo great a 
tols, ſent preſently tor St. Peter to come to them ; and when 
| he was come aro; found all the Widows Jtanding by weeping, and 
ſhewing the Coats and Garments which Dorcas, mate while ſhe was 
with them: —— And this roved an effeftualmotive to the mi- 
racle of her- Refuſcitation ;* we rapes of ſo ſeroiceable a Mem- 
ber toithe Church + —— his now-is 4. <3 wana by St. James, 
the Proof and” Fryal of the Party of our Religjon, Chap. 1.27. 
* Pure Religion and undefiled before God, even the' Father , 
*©is this (/a:th he;) to viſit the Fatherleſs and Widows in their 
* affliction ;] —— thiat,as we have experienced, the goodneſs, and 
great Mercy, and. Boneficence of: + p35 towards" our fe ver, fo we 
allo ſhew-the ſame in-all the anftances we can towards thoſe 
who are moſt neceffitous,” and from whom we can expect the 
teaſt reguital. | 


q Laſtly, Tivll loſe thick Scripture Obſervations with a. brief 
Pape y uport > the I fag regard 1 both of Chrift and his Apo- 
es unto the 
' As to'our Bleſſe Saviour, T favs already inſtanced in [us 
Compaſſion to the Wideiv of Naim, 2» raifing. up her onely 
But you may note farther with me, (1.) That he Fae 3h a- 
Widow with the” manife/tation of himſelf ;n the Temple ; when, 
ing to the prediction of the Prophets, he made his firſt 


appetivatee there, k 7. Lake 2. 36, Oe, e &3 | That he admired, 
and commended the poor Widow's mites of C barity, above all the 
richer one's Oblations, $t. Mark 12. 4x, &c. And Jeſus fat 

over againft the Freafiry, and beheld - how the People caſt 


money 


Eraſ. Par. 


— 


- - Scripture Canfolations for 
* money 1nto the Treaſury : And there: came; a certain poor: 
* Widow, and ſhe threw, in two. Mites, which.makeaFarthing: 
* And he called unto: him his- Diſciples, . 'and. faith;unto thega,; 
*Verily Lay unto you, that this poor Widow hath-caſt mere im 
* thantall they which have catt into the, Treaſury ; forall they 
* did caſt in of their aboundance, but ſhe of her-want did caſt 
© in..all. that ſhe had, -even all her Living: And this I the 
rather note, becauſe; a'-principal grievance. of. good and religi- 
ous Perſons, when. reduced-to 2 :low-Eſtate, is.uſually-this ;7hat 
they have not wherewith to doe. the works-of Charity, which for- 
merly they did, or others doe.: "Whereas from hence® they may 
gather, how graciouſly. God will accept and. reward the meaneſt of 
their offerings, and take the Will for the Deed from them « © Ac- 
cording to the condition; and- circumſtances he hath brought 
them to. —- (3.) That he recommended ſuch Gueſts eſpecially 
to. the Feaſts of Charity.: T touched on: this occaſionally. before ; 


but here I will trayſcribe the Text-for it, St. Luke 14 12,1314. 
* When thou makeſt a Dinner, .or- Supper, (ſaith. he,) call not 
© thy Friends, nor thy Brethren, ; neither thy Kinſmeo, northy 
© rich Nighbours ; leſt they. alſo bid-thee again, and a recom- 
* penſe be niade thee;] '7his is, auly' a Trafick, or - Merchandiſe, 
and Exchange of Courtefies and Crwilities,]. * But when thou. ma- 
© keſt a Feaſt call the Poor, the Maimed, the Lame, .. and the 
* Blind, and thou ſhalt be Bleſſed, for they cannot 'recom- 
** penſe thee ;. for - thou+ſhalt be. recompenſed- at; the Reſur- 
*rection of the -Juſt.] This is the - genuzze Ch 4a which 
makes God himſelf a Debtor to his Creatares ; and* for which. he 
undertakes that it: ſhall not. loſe:it's reward. = (4). That he.took 
jy to, inculcate, and enlarge upon the precepts of Cha- 
r 


y 2 (x.) When ſome had Indignation at. the . good Woman's 
caſt- who annointed: bim,” upon- a pretence that the-ointment might 
have teen fold for much,” and.given to the poor; he ſo windicates 
her kinducſs, as to allow, alſo. of that. Charity which. they. preten- 
ded to: © Jeſus faid,why trouble you the Woman. . ſhe hath 
* wrought a good work on me: For you have the Poor with you 
* always, and whenſoever ye.will. ye may doe them good ; but 


me 


, we i, N : x ac "_ - > 
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*meye have not always,&c.compare-St. M, th. 26, 10,11.with 


St.' Mark 14. 6, 7. Where he ſeems to refer to what was ſaid i 
the Lmw, Deut. 15.11. © The Poor ſhall never teaſe: out of 


* the Land; therefore T command- thee, faying, thou ſhalt - 


"-pen thine band wide unto thy Brother, to thy Poor, and' to 
"thy needy in the” Land: "And in another” place'; ' Give to 
* him that-asketh”faith*he; and'from-him that would borrow 
* of thee, turn thou not away, St, Matth."5. 42. "Which was 
alfo- the preſcription of the Law, Deut.' 15. 8. —— (2.) He «f- 
ten cites and approves of the great Commandment; *© Thou ſhalt 
*Jove * thy- Nighbour as thy ſelf; and he tells a" particular fto- 


ry, or parable, to ſhew' them, that every one 1# neceſſity, and not 


a Few only; was to be Yooked upon as our” Nighbour ; and having, 
therein mention'd'a compaſſionate and merciful Samaritan, bids 
all to imitate him”: -© Go, /azth he, and doe thou likewiſe, Sant 
* Luke 10.30, &c. —— (3.) He gives an admirable Para- 
Phraſe upon this Command, and ſuch as would be a perpetual relief 
to the'Widow, and Fatherlefs, ' particularly in that golden Rale of 
hzs;*$+. Matth, 7; 12. All things whatſoever 'ye would that 
* mien ſhould 'doe unto you, doe you'eveno to'them ; for this, 
* ſaith he, is the Law; and the Prophets. ——'(a4.) He com- 
mends ſecret Alms, with the aſſurance, that our Father who ſees in 
ſecret ſhall reward them'openty, 8t. Matth. 6: 4. And elſewhere 


he aſſerts, that whoſoever giveth to any one” of his Diſciples'a Cup 


of cold water only, in the name of a Difciple;' ſhall in no. "wiſ# toſe 
his Reward, $t. Matth. To. 42. Fhatis, the that-doththe {eaff 
kindneſs on that ſcore to tliem, ſhall'be fare of a'Retributzon tor 
1": — (5.) In other places he calls. upon * them that are rich 


* and able, to lay up their Treaſures in Heaven, where neither | 


* moth nor ruſt corrupt, © nor Thieves break through and ſteal, 
* St: Matth:+6.-20; Sc. as'St. Luke hath it; © Toprovidethems 
* ſelves bags which wax not” old, 'a Freafure 'in 'tlie- Heavens 
' that faiſeth not, St.” Dake 12. 33. And, 'as prudent Stewards of 
their absundance; © to-make themſelves friends of the Mammon- 
*of -u RI {which "is traly: ſo," when with-beld from 
* Charitable wſes;) that when they*fail they- may. receive, them- 
_ *1ntQ 


verſe 4. 


verle 3. 


© into everlaſting habitations, .. $ 
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e the World, and doom all 
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which is maſt of all confederable;..h 
laſt day, when he ſhall come to jz 


himſelf, $t:Matth. 25..-=——- (7-) Once, a RL) 
that while he was hanging. upon the Croſs, © aud . ami 


27.  * When Jeſus ſaw his Mother, iple. whom he 
*loved, ſtanding by..3-hg. ſaid unto.his Mother, Woman, .be- 
© hold thy. Son : - And to that Diſciple... be $99 Peginr: 
© And from that hour, ſaiz# the Evangeliſt, that: Dilciple took 


* her to his own Home- 


\ -And now, in the ext place, for the. .4paſtles. of our Bleſſed 
Saviour, it ſhall ſaffice ro nate, that; they appointed a-daily 
Miniſtration for poor Widows ; aud when the *uumber of them in- 
creaſed; ordained an oxder of men, by” the name of Deacoxs, 
particularly to attend on that work, Acts 6. And St. Panl hath 
left eſpecial Rules. concerning them, 1 Tim. 5. As for .them 
who had Children,or Nephews, able to doe for them : He requires 
* that they learn firſt to. ſhew Piety or Kindneſs at home, aud 
* requite-their Parents; for that, ſaith he, is good and accep- 
* table before God : But as for them who were: Widows indeed, 
That-they ſhould have an 7Zonourable maintainance ' out of the 
publick ſtock. | CN has i nk RISER 
After which I ſhall not mentiqn thoſe many Hoſpitals, and 
Alms-hoaſes,, aud Funds; of (Charity, which God-hath excited 
ſeveral worthy , BenefaGors 'to ered, aud contribute to, up- 
on this account, throughout ' the Chriſtian World: And will | 
only add, that the Liturgy of the Church hath in all ages been 
mindful of them, and recommended them by name unto God Al- 
mighty ;. as we ſtill retain it in oar- excellent Litany : ; That it 
S j EN . may 


1. * may pleaſe thee to defend and provide for the Fatherleſs Chil-, 
* dren and Widows, and all that are deſolate and oppreſſed. 
\ © We befeech thee to hear-us, Good Lord! - 


Now thereſore,ſo longas thereisa God, who with a Paternal 
Providence preſides over and-governs the World, - who isa very 
preſent help in Trouble,and (as the Prophet Tſaiah ſpeaks) a ſtrength 1G. 15. 4. 
fo the poor, a ſtrength to the needy in his diſtreſs. a refuge from. the | 
ſtorm, and a ſhadow from the heat,a Father to the Fatherleſs,(as hath 
been ſhewed,) and an ZZusbaxd to-the Widow: And fo long as there 
are men of compaſſons, or mentruly and fincerely. religious left ; a 
Church- of God, and genuine Chriſtian upon Earth, the Widows 
and Fatherleſs may reſt ſecure of it.;. that they ſhall not: be «#- 
zerly forſaken, or deftitute-: "They have an Heavenly - Father and 
Friend, who is All-ſuficient,evermore with: them; who knows 
what is really Zeſt and moſt profitable for them, and wanteth not 
for Wiſdom, or Power, or Goodneſs, to relieve them 3 an ever- xa, 9.6. 
lafting Father and Husband, infinutely. beyond .all others. And 53: 16- 
they have as many. Brethren and Siſters to' ſympathize with 
them, as.there are Good men and Chriſtians, to whom their Caſe 
5. mage Known... On nh arp. jt 
Let them take notice of that eminent 7:tle of Grace, whereby 
God. is - peculiarly acknowledged and addreſsd unto, wrder the 
New ; + Ina : * The Father of our Lord/Jeſus Chriſt, from 
* whom the whole Family in Heaven and Earth.is named, Eph. 
| F I4, 15. That is, i» ſhort, the Father of Chrift, and all Chri- 
tans, as he ſaid before his Aſcention,  * Goto my Brethren, 
*and fay unto them ; I aſcend unto my Father and your Fa- 
* ther, and. to my God and your God, St. Foh# 20. 17. 
The Father. of our Lord Jeſus Chrift] by a natural and  inef- 
Wo fable generation, who is therefore calld his own, his Onely-begot- 
ten, his Dearly-beloved Son, born before all the Creation: And 
© he that ſpard not his own Son, but geliverd him up for us 
*all ; how ſhall he.not with him alſo freely give usall things 2 
Roms. 8. 32. Or what good thing will he now deny us, which 
we askin the prevailinz name, and for the ſake and merits of 
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this Son of his Love, who died for us, and ever lives. to make | 


taterceſſion vn our behalf 2 


And then through him our Father alſs,) of whom the whole Fa- 
mily in Heaven and Earth is named,| that is, the whole World, 
Gentiles as well as Fews, are now acknowledged for his Children 
by ſpecial Adoption and Grace, his {ele and peculiar Houſbold ; 


who ate never from under his Eye apd Carez whom as he hath 


commanded others, Galat. 16. 10: ſo he will much more himſelf, 
662 Irxr 4 pon -all opportunities, doe good unto the Houſhold 
of Fai | | | . 


I will conclude with ' the good and ſeaſonable Advice, Firft 
of our Bleſſed Lord and Saviour, and then of his Apoſtles. The 
Leſſon from our Bleſſed Saviour, is that of his. Sermon” on the 
Mount, as it 1s called, St. Matth. 6. 2.5, &c..* Take no thonght 
for your Life, [that is, no »»believing,. anxious, corroding, dif 
quieting, or diſturbing Thought, ©what ye flall ear, or what ye 
' hall drink; nor yet for- your-Body, what ye ſhall put on: 
(1.) "© Is not the Life more than Meat, and the Body than Rai- 
$ ment 2 {rhat is, Z7ave you wot in hand a pledge of what is greater 
than that_youare apt to be ſollicitous for > He that gave and con- 
rinues your Life, carinot he as caftly give you Meat? And he 
that made and maintains your Body, cannot he alſo as eafily 
cloath it] ?:(z.) Toaebixg, Food,) *Behold the Fowls of the Air, for 


© they ſow not, neither'do they reap, nor gather into Barns ; 


«yet your Heavenly Fathet Yeedeth them ; Are ye not auch 
better than they > [may you not thereforemuch rather reſt ſecure 
f tis Bleſſing upom your ordinary prudence, and induſtry ?] 
(.3.) © Which of you by hoon. Fore tan add one Cubite to: 
©his Stature 2 [And is it not then a manifeſt pornt of Folly, 
to trouble and moleſt your ſelves xith that, which 7s no ways 
beneficial, 'and advantageous ;-but many ways are burtfull to you ?] 
(4) * And why take ye thought for Rannent? Conſider the 
* Likes of the field, how they grow ; they toil not, 'nei- 


*©ther do they fpin; and yet fay to you, that even” Solomon in 


©allhis Glory was not array'd like one of theſe:{The greateft Fs 
alls 
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© Diſtreſſed widows and Ozphans, 


falls ſhort of Nature's work, and the beſt of humane skill and 


_ cunning is infinitely below the meaneſt inſtances of Divine 


Power and Wiſdom;].* Wherefore if God ſo cloath the Grafs of 
* the Field, which to day 1s, and to morrow is caſt into the 
* Oven, [and there is an end of it] ſhall he not much more 
* cloath you, [being of an Higher form, a far more confiderable 
* rank, and made for Sortabry O ye-of little Faith 2 


wi 2 


* Therefore take no thought, ſaying what ſhall we eat, 'or, 


* what ſhall we drink, or wherewithall ſhall we be cloathed: 


*For (s.) after all theſe things do the Gentiles ſeek. [The Hea-, 


thens, who want your Light of Knowledge whoſe Portion and Hopes 
are confined to this life only, and who live without a Senſe of Grd 
and his Providence in the World; make theſe the Obje&t of their 
continual Sollicituds :]-* For (6.) Jour: Heavenly Father know- 
*eth that you have need of all theſe things ; {you have a Fa- 
ther, and ſo of goodneſs, an- Heavenly Father, and fo of Power 
ſufficient to relieve you ; ind coſy wants or neceſſities are 
hiel from him. He knows what you ſtand moſt in need of,and what 
ſupply is moſt fitting for you, and whext is the moſt ſeaſonable time 
for it : Nay, and you have hzs-promiſe, it you be not wanting 
to that great and principal buſineſs, he hath given you in charge to 
mind.] * (7.) But ſeek ye firſt the Kingdom of God,and his Righ- 
* reouſnels, and all theſe things ſhall be added unto you : {Take 
but care of your Chriſtiazi Duty, and God will provide for the Reſt. 
Faithfull is he that hath promiſed, and you may relie upon him for 
it.) Thus you are not to diſquict and,trouble your ſelves for 
your preſent provifton, much. leſs to'enlarge your cares and con- 


cerns for a long while to come: —— So he proceeds; © Take no | 


* thought therefore for the morrow; for (x ) the morrow ſhall 
* take thought for the things of it ſelf. [You are 0? ſare of the 
morrow, or what ſhall befall you on it ; you know” not, what a 
day may bring forth : "Tis time enough tolook after that, when it 
comes.) (2) Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. [You 
need not anticipate Labour and Afﬀtiction, every. day brings e- 
yough with it to Exerciſe both your - Patience and Diligence; to 
watch againſt the Evils of Temptation that aſſault. you; _—_ ro 
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Verſe I 3. 


- --Scipture Conſolafions foz _ 
bear the evils of calamity and afflition,that may light upon you: 
This you ſee is an incomparable diſcourſe,' and. full. of moſt __ 
erfull Arguments and C ty 361 la and quiet our Minds, if 
we attend as we ought unto them._— And hereunto'I would ” 
have you add his Farewell. Sermon,as it. may be ſtyled to his droo- 


' fring Diſciples, when he was about to take his leave of them, in the- 


Ch. 14.1. , 
Verle 2,3. 


Verſe rs. | 


Verſe 16. 


Verie 18, 


Yerle 23, 


14. 15and 16 Chapt. of St. Fohw too long for me in; this place 
to write over, or glofs upon, —— I will but touch here. and there. 
*Let not your heart be troubled.:- ye. believe in God, believe * 
* allo in me. I goto prepare a place for you : And if I'go and 

prapare a place for you, I will come again, and receive-you 


 - © unto my ſelf, that where Lam, ye may be allo. Whatſoever. 


ye ſhall 'ask in. my. Name, that will I doe, that: the Father 
" may be glorificd. -in.the San. —If. ye love me; ;keep my.” 
* Commandments ; And I will pray the-Father, and he ſhall 
"give you. another Comforter,. that he may. abide with you. 
* for ever. ——— I will not leave you. comfortleſs, ( or_Or- 
* phans as the margin reads. it,) I will come to you: 
© —IE a man love. me, .he will keep my. words, and. my 
* Father wilt love him,. and. we: .will- come unto-him, and 
* make our abode with | him.—-—-How can they be- /olitary, 


whom each of the three Perſons:eugage thasgraciouſly to viſit and 


dwell with *© Peace leave with you, my peace I giveunto 
* you; not- as the world.'giveth, give I unto- you :. Let not 
© your heardbe troubled,neither er it be affraid. —Theſe thiogs 
* have Lſpoken to you, wry joy. might remain in you, 
*and-that your joy might be.full. If the world. hate you, ye 
* know that it hated me before it hated you. —Remeinber the 
*word that I ſaid unto. you, The Servant 1s. not greater tharr 
"rhe Lord. — Ye ſhall be forrowfull, but your ſorrow ſhall 
* be turned into Joy:—And: your joy no man. taketh away 
*from you. — Theſe-things. I have ſpoken unto you, that. in 


- © me ye might haye peace, inthe World ye ſhall have tribu: 


+4 
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©Jation : but be of good chear, IT have overcome the World. 
After all which, he betakes himſelf to Prayer,Chap. 17. To 
teach. us, what. me ſhould doe alſo... | 


- 
pn 


” , q 
Bt FT FTE - " __ f A 5 
ws > - m——— hr $. 3. ik 2 24 


— 
— 


PUT VT TINY , 
FE ; © rnd 


| DilixeſſedWidows and-Ozphans, 
-  . Andunto:2his now Saint Paul direAs.us, as the ry hear 
cure of all our griefs and troubles, Philip. 4, 6; 7. * Bec: 

* for nothing, but in every thing by Prayer and Supplication 

. © let your requeſts be made known to God ; And the Peace of 


F 


us 
carefull - 


.* God, which. paſſeth all our underſtanding, . ſhall keep 'youp - 


© hearts and minds through Chriſt ' Jefus. To which I will 
only ſubjoyn St. Peter's Counſel, x. Eph. 5,6,7. Humble your 
* ſelves under the mighty hand of God, that may exalt . you 
*1n due time ; caſting all your careupon him, for he carcth 
* for you... | 


. To whom.now be Glory, and Dominion for ever and evzr. Amen. 


\ 


The Di fe ſe 1 Widows Prayer.. 


©. NO ST Gracious God, the Father of our Lord Jeſus 
LIP» Chriſt, .of whom. the. whole, Family in Heaven 


and Earth is named ; who knoweſt what things we ſtand in. 


- 


* need of before we ask ; and..art able to doe exceeding. a- 
* bundantly above all that we ask or think ; and haft- promi- 
.*ſed to hear the Prayers of thy Children and Servants in their 
*diſtreſſes: Upon this encouragement I do now proftratemy 
* ſelf before the. Throne of thyGrace,thatTI may obtain Mercy, 
£ and find Grace for my ſeafonable help in thistime of need. 
* I humble my Soul, with all the ſfubmiffion I can, under the 
* ſenſe of,thy mighty Hand, which hath reduced me to this 
* afflicted condition. "Thou Lord haſt giver, and thou haſt ta- 
* kenaway ; for ever Blefled be thy Name! Good and Righ- 
* teous art thou 1n all thy diſpoſals, and haſt a Sovereign un- 
* queſtionable Power.to doe with thine own. Creatures. as it 
* pleaſeth thee. Not what Z would, but what thou wilt; not as 
* / would, but as thou wilt : Not my fintulf and fooliſh Will, 
*but thy Allwilte and Holy Will. be done. Yea, I will bear 

| © tay 
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Scripture Confolations fox 


* thy indignation, O Lord, becauſe I have fined againlt thee 


It is of thy Mercies, that I am not confumed : Wherefore 


© ſhouldthe living complain, and that for the puniſhment of 


* their Sins, whoare always puniſhed leſs than their iniquities 
© deſerve ? Sandtifie, I beleech thee, all the dealings of. thy 
* Providence towards me, that it may be geod for me in the 
* Iſſue to have been afflited ; and however grievous my loſs 
* and ſufferings are unto me for the preſent, they may bring 


© forth the peaceable fruits of Righteouſneſs, when T ſhall have, 
_ © during thy pleaſure, been exercifed with them : Inthe mean 


* while, I pray thee, ſupport and ſtrengthen me by thy Holy 


* Spirit with all might in the inward man, unto all patience 


- © and Jong-ſuftering with joyfulneſs ; Raiſe me up a ſupply of 


* Friends to pity and compaſſionate my forlorn and deſtitute 
* eſtate, and do thou reward all their kindnefſes. Provide for 
* me and mine, as -it ſhall feem beſt unto thee, the Food 


 *which is convenient for us, our daily Bread; and. give us 


* Contentment with, and Thankfulneſs for thy -Allowances, 
* whatſoever they are... Lord,l believe, help thou'my unbelief, 
* and increaſe my Faith in thy All-ſufficiency, who artievery 
* where with me; a Refuge unto, whichT may always reſort, a 


_ *ſtrong Tower, into which I mayirunto befafe. Protet and 


*defend me from all evil Temptations, and. grant'that I may - 
* doe nothing at any time to offend or difpleate Thee, or for- 
* feit that Bleſſed Privilege which thou giveſt me in thy Holy 


© Word, of applying to, and reſting on thee-in my preſent cir- 


* cumſtances, under that moſt comfortable Title of the Patron 
* of Widows, and Father of the Fatherleſs. Make+-me a fol. 
* lower of Holy and Godly Matrons, and thoſe Widows indeed 
*whom thou putteſt Honour upon, who truſt in thee, and 
*{erve thee, continuing in Prayers and Supplications night 
* and day. | 993) pebs Sa ! DNS: 

_ © Hearthe voice of my Sighs and Tears ; Let my cry come . 
* unto thee, O Thou that heareſt Prayer, *and art a preſent 
* help in the day of trouble , and deal with thine Handmaid 


* according to the multitude of thy tender mercies, for the 
| | | merit 
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. *merit ſake of thy dearly Beloved Son, Jeſus Chriſt. the Righ- - 


© teous, the Propitiation for our Sins, and our Advocate at thy 

*right Hand ; To whom with thee, O Bleſſed Father, and thy 
* Holy Spirit of Grace and Comtort, be all Honour and' Glory 
* World without end. Amey. | 


* Why art thou caſt down, O my Soul, and why art thou diſquie- 


ted within me> Hope thou in God: For T fhall yet praiſe 
bim,. who is the health of my contenance and my God. | 


0: God, my Soul is caſt down withinme : therefore will 7 re- 


member thee.— T will ſay unto God, my Rock, why haſt thou for- 
gotten me 2 GcC. 


Why art thou caſf down, O my Soul > And why art thou P 4 


quieted within me ? &c.. Plal 42.5, 6, 9y 11. — 43. 5. 


